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73 established non-indigenous animals

Impacts:

Environment

Economy

Community

Descriptor
Secondary descriptor

Origin and spread of invasive animals
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Objectives are to manage 

biosecurity risks by

 preventing entry

 quickly finding, containing 

and eradicating

 effectively minimising the 

impacts

NSW Biosecurity Act 2015
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NSW Biosecurity Act 2015
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NSW Biosecurity Act 2015
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Containment
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Three “management areas” 

Red – Cane toad free area 
(Cane toad Biosecurity 
Zone)

Green - Established cane
toad population area

Amber - Buffer area (Cane 
toad Biosecurity Zone)

Need for review of line to 
reflect distribution of 
current population

NSW Cane Toad Biosecurity Zone
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Eradication

Red–eared slider Turtle
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Red-eared slider Turtles
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- Trialling new REST basking 

platform designs suitable for 

juvenile REST

- At sites in Fairfield LGA

- Further modifications to be 

trialled

- NSW DPI Animal Ethics 

Approval

Working with QLD Dept of Agriculture and Fisheries 
on research
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We did promise you unusual

Prevention
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New incursions into NSW – since 2017 

African Pygmy Hedgehog 
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Leopard Gecko
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Boa constrictor kicked to the curb
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Californian King Snake
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Corn snake
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Jan 2018 - Griffith

Ball pythons and Burmese python
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Surrendered to Wildlife Carer
CITES Appendix 1 – attempt to rehome

Federal Government (DAWE)
Zoo & Aquarium Association
Multiple Zoos
Qld DAF

Dumeril’s Boa
November 2020 – Newcastle
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Management of reports we receive
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New database commenced Feb 2023
373 reports this year
70 positive cases
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Compliance
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NSW Biosecurity Act Penalties
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Other agency involvement

• Wildlife carer organisations assist with collection 

and delivery services

• Registered reptile handlers assist with collection 

and delivery services

• Local Councils assist with some programs like 

Fairfield REST

• Landcare assists with information dissemination 

through local and regional networks and reporting

• NPWS and LLS with reporting of cases
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How do we engage with community?

Attending local and regional events like Lake Macquarie 
Sustainability Festival to raise awareness of cane toads in 
the Hunter/Central Coast Area approx. 25,000 visitors

Targeted shows like the Penrith and Illawarra reptile shows to 
promote knowledge of prohibited species

Social media through the DPI Biosecurity Facebook Page  
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Flyers developed for Vets and Handlers
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How do we engage with community?

Primex 2023 – Casino (above)

Penrith Reptile Expo 2023 (adjacent)
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How you can help?

 Help increase public awareness of these 

non-native species and their impacts.

 Educate landholders and members of the 

community of how to report unusual 

sightings.

 Share information of keeping of ‘prohibited 

matter’ anonymously or formally.

 Invite NSW DPI to events as a guest where 

you think it may be relevant.  

 Thankyou …..


