Evaluating electric fences for protecting endangered freshwater turtle nests
from fox predation
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Over three nesting seasons (2019/20, 2020/21, 2021/2022) we trialed 17 fences

Diagram of an experimental site comprising a fenced (treatment) area and an adjacent unfenced (control) area
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129 nests

Diagram of an experimental site comprising a fenced (treatment) area and an adjacent unfenced (control) area

/2 nests

. pasture . river . bare, sloping nesting habitat . area surveyed for turtle nests

The numbers of nests found in treatment areas (n = 72, 56%) and control areas (n=57, 44%) were not significantly different
(x2=1.0139, p=0.3140, df=1)
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Turtle nest predation in fenced and unfenced areas
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The proportion of raided nests was significantly lower in treatment areas than in control areas ( x2 = 12.8469, p=0.0003, df=1 )
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not attached to electric fence

(to protect electric fence when flooding occurs)

turbo braid

steel mesh - attach on downstream side of posts

(e.g. 1200 mm graduated dog mesh)

electric wire
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