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Objectives and structure

This guide aims to:

1. increase understanding of 
where and how deer live

2. outline options for control, 
and their benefits and 
constraints

3. summarise useful monitoring 
and management methods

4. help you develop a cost-
effective deer management 
plan.

















Goals should be SMART:
Specific – e.g. what change in deer impacts or 

abundance do you want?

Measurable – how will achievement be demonstrated?

Achievable – is your objective within your means?

Relevant – e.g. will a change in deer impacts or 

abundance contribute to achieving your objective?

Time-bound – when will you know if your objective has 

been achieved?





• helicopter, pilot, shooter & often also a navigator

• search and kill over large areas (can be >500 km2)

• kill many deer quickly (50 deer an hour)

• knock-down depends on effort and deer density

• best welfare outcomes when a fly-back procedure

Aerial shooting



Ground shooting

Best suited to:

• smaller areas with good networks of roads and 
tracks for access

• some peri-urban areas

• most effective when done at night with a 
spotlight or thermal equipment
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Benefits/constraints:

• recreational shooters and commercial 
harvesters may provide the service for free

• using carcasses can increase community 
support

• recreational and commercial shooters unlikely 
to reduce deer populations to low densities 
over large areas

• managing volunteer shooters takes time



Exclusion fencing

To exclude deer, fences should be a 

minimum of 1.9 m in height, with mesh 

netting of 17/190/15

and posts spaced at a maximum of 10 m. 



Trapping

• lethal control method for peri-urban areas

• deer need to be shot and removed

• not all deer will enter a trap
• deer are naturally wary

• abundant food outside trap

• trap too small or gate poorly designed

• trap poorly situated



Detecting and monitoring deer

Monitoring impacts
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