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Greater Sydney Region

• High density buildings & population

• Open space including bushland
• Peri-urban / rural fringe

• Multiple land-use

• Multiple tenure 

• Many stakeholders

• Broad range of knowledge, opinion, 
needs & expectations



The Sydney North Region



Established in 1998 and is comprised of local Councils and State 
government key land management agencies

The group came together as 

a result of community 

concerns of the threat to 

local wildlife posed by the 
fox combined with a more 

effective means of control 

needed by agencies.

The Urban Feral Animal Action Group (UFAAG)



Planning for the fox program

• Public awareness campaigns
• Regional Fox Control Plan
• Consultation with RLPB (LLS) NSW Ag. (DPI) 

and EPA
• Applied for special off-label permit to 1080 

use within urban areas



In 2000: 6 local councils and NPWS initiated a 
coordinated cross tenure fox control program

• Ensure the long-term survival and 
recovery of native animals in the 
Sydney North Region from foxes, by 
reducing fox numbers across the 

region 
• Raise community awareness and 

work with the community

• Investigate new fox control methods
• Lessen attacks on animals in zoos, 

refuges & high conservation areas
• Complement existing bushland 

management activities



Coordinated Rabbit Program

In December 2005 the Committee decided to 
pass a motion for the group to develop a 
rabbit management plan to facilitate a 
coordinated and proactive approach for 
managing rabbits on land occupied by the 
agencies represented.



Cats in Urban Bushland Initiatives 
Protect your Cat, Protect your Wildlife program



Other Pests & New Incursions

Wild Dogs

Cane Toad

Red-Eared Slider Turtle

Asian Black-spined Toad

Myna Bird PigsMyna Birds



Urban Barriers

• Fox control blamed for recent increase in rabbits, but not always the case;

• Dumping of unwanted pet rabbits an ongoing problem, increases urban populations;

• Close proximity to houses & children's playgrounds makes some control methods 
difficult;

• Risk to domestic cats & dog biggest public concern when baiting in reserves;

• Closure of reserves to dog walkers: significant issue for councils whose reserves are 
otherwise open to dogs.



Sydney North Vertebrate Pest Committee
Today; 9 Councils, Bidjigal Reserve Trust, Sydney Harbour Federation 
Trust, NSW NPWS, Forests NSW, Taronga Zoo, Local Land Services, RMS, 
Railcorp, Sydney Water.

Guiding Principles
• Cross tenure approach;
• Multi land management agencies, 

landholders & community
• Strategic & integrated
• Identify & manage impacts, management 

aims & desired outcomes
• Use a combination of control methods;
• Monitor effectiveness of programs;
• Best practice methods
• Cost effective, target specific & humane
• Community education & awareness 

campaigns



Coordination, Training, Field Days

• Coordinated grant funding projects

• Education campaigns
• Training program for members

• Field days
• Guest speakers at meetings



Data Collection



Overall Management Issues- Barriers & 

Successes
Barriers

• Long term commitment 
of resources, staff time & 
budget;

• Mixed level of 
knowledge & skills;

• Perception & opinion;

• Staff turnover 

• Not core business for 
some agencies

Successes
• Have inspired other groups in 

Sydney including counterparts 
in Southern Sydney;

• 1080 proven safe and effective 
in urban areas;

• Public feedback pro fox & 
rabbit control

• Rabbit Management Plan 
2012-2017

• Training for agency staff
• Information & support for 

agencies undertaking 
vertebrate pest control

• A united stance
• Increase in native fauna 

species (LN Bandicoot).



Thank you - Questions
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